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BEN RATZLAFF ESTATE March 16, 2020
Attn: % LINDA FINK
PO BOX 996
ELKHART, KS 67950
 RE:  File Nos. 28234, 28235, 28236, & 9075
Dear Sir or Madam:

Applications for approval of the Chief Engineer to change the following condition or conditions of 
the file numbers referred to above have been received:

             place of use         
 point of diversion
 use made of water

As a matter of record, the Division of Water Resources has on hand a large number of applications 
awaiting processing. Therefore, to be fair to all concerned, and so that we can process those applications 
on hand in the order they were received, we intend to concentrate on the backlog of applications until the 
issue is resolved. You will be contacted regarding this application as soon as it has been examined.

In accordance with the provisions of the Kansas Water Appropriation Act, a portion of which is 
included below, the use of water prior to approval of the application is unlawful.  You should not proceed 
and divert water as indicated by your plans in your application for a change for this file until you receive 
approval for this change from the Chief Engineer.  Once approved, compliance with the terms, conditions 
and limitations of the permit is necessary.  Conservation of the water resources of Kansas is required.

Section 82a-728 of the Kansas Water Appropriation Act, provides (a) except for the 
appropriation of water for the purpose of domestic use, . . . it shall be unlawful for any person to 
appropriate or threaten to appropriate water from any source without first applying for and 
obtaining a permit to appropriate water in accordance with the provisions of the Water 
Appropriation Act or for any person to violate any condition of a vested right, appropriation right or 
an approved application for a permit to appropriate water for beneficial use.

   (b)  (1) The violation of any provision of this section by any person is a class C 
misdemeanor... 
   A class C misdemeanor is punishable by a fine not to exceed $500 and/or a term of 
confinement not to exceed one month in the county jail.  Each day that the violation occurs 
constitutes a separate offense.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (785) 564-6627.  If you wish to discuss a specific 
file, please have the file number ready so that we may help you more efficiently.

Sincerely,

Kristen A. Baum
New Applications Unit Supervisor 

KAB: kjn Water Appropriation Program


