
      DWR 1-660 (Rev. 09/19/2008) 

 Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 

PERMIT OF NEW APPLICATION WORKSHEET 

1. File Number: 

 50,408 
2. Status Change Date: 

 
3. Field Office: 

01 
4. GMD: 

0        

5. Status:  Approved  Denied by DWR/GMD  Dismiss by Request/Failure to Return 

6. Enclosures:  Check Valve  N of C Form  Water Tube  Driller Copy  Meter 

7a.   Applicant(s) Person ID   66187  
New to system  Add Seq#          
 

HILLTOP CATTLE CO 
TRAVIS BOTT 
 1740 3RD RD 

     LINN KS  66953 

7c.   Landowner(s) Person ID   65257  
New to system  Add Seq#          
 

BOTT CATTLE CO INC 
1663 1ST RD 
PALMER KS  66962 

7b.   Landowner(s) Person ID     
New to system  Add Seq#          
 

7a. 

7d.   Landowner(s) Person ID    
New to system  Add Seq#          

 
 

8.    WUR Correspondent Person ID          
New to system  Add Seq#          
Overlap File (s) WUC Notarized WUC Form  
Agree   Yes    No 

 

7a. 
 

9.  Use of Water: Changing?  Yes  No 

  Groundwater  Surface Water 

 IRR  REC  DEW  MUN 

 STK  SED  DOM  CON 

 HYD DRG  WTR PWR  ART RECHRG 

 IND SIC:         OTHER:        

10. Completion Date:  12/31/2021  11. Perfection Date:  12/31/2025  12. Exp Date:         

13. Conservation Plan Required?  Yes  No Date Required:        Date Approved:        Date to Comply:        

14. Water Level Measuring Device?   Yes    No Date to Comply:        Date WLMD Installed:        

 Date Prepared:  7/22/2020 By: DWS 

 Date Entered: By: 

9/29/2020

10/5/2020
LMoody



 

File No. 50,408 15. Formation Code:  330 Drainage Basin: BIG BLUE RIVER County: WS Special Use:       Stream:       

16.  Points of Diversion 
 
MOD 
DEL PDIV 
ENT  Qualifier S T R   ID  ‘N ‘W 

17.  Rate and Quantity   MOD ADDL QTY 

 Authorized  Additional 

Rate 
gpm 

Quantity 
mgy 

Rate 
gpm 

Quantity 
mgy 

 
  Overlap PD Files 

√          88279      NE SE NW      29       5       3E     3      3506      2723 (Geo-Ctr)     400            30.2              400                  0                NONE 

√          88280      NE SE NW      29       5       3E     4      3638      2723 (Batt 1 of 2)  

√          88281      NE SE NW      29       5       3E     5      3373      2723 (Batt 1 of 2)  

  

  

                                     

18. Storage:  Rate         NF Quantity         ac/ft Additional Rate         NF Additional Quantity         ac/ft 

19. Limitation:  30.2  MG/yr at    gpm (        cfs) when combined with file number(s)   40,228; 49,926; and 50,203  

Limitation:         af/yr at         gpm (        cfs) when combined with file number(s)        

20. Meter Required?   Yes    No To be installed by  12/31/2021    Date Acceptable Meter Installed         

21.  Place of Use 
  

 MOD 
 DEL 
 ENT PUSE S T R ID 

NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ SE¼ Total Owner Chg?  NO Overlap Files 

NE 
¼ 

NW 
¼ 

SW 
¼ 

SE 
¼ 

NE 
¼ 

NW 
¼ 

SW 
¼ 

SE 
¼ 

NE 
¼ 

NW 
¼ 

SW 
¼ 

SE 
¼ 

NE 
¼ 

NW 
¼ 

SW 
¼ 

SE 
¼ 

       

√      69286   29    5     3E      2   FEEDLOT (SE)  
 7a.          NO    40,228; 49,926; & 
                                    50,203 

     14934    34    5     3E      1   FEEDLOT (NE)  
 7c.          NO    40,228; 49,926; & 
                                    50,203 

                   

                                                                                                  

Comments:   

 

 



 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Division of Water Resources 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: Files DATE: July 22, 2020 
 
FROM: Doug Schemm                                                      RE:  Application, File No. 50,408 
           

Hilltop Cattle Company %Travis Bott, has filed the referenced new application to appropriate 30.2 
million gallons (93 acre-feet) of groundwater from an existing battery of 2 wells at a rate of 400 gallons per 
minute for stockwatering use at two feedlots.  The wells are located in the Northwest Quarter of Section 29, 
Township 5 South, Range 3 East, Washington County, within the Big Blue River Drainage Basin.  The 
place of use (2 feedlots) is owned by the applicant and by Bott Cattle Co. Inc..  A representative of the 
applicant has signed the application form stating they have access to the point of diversion.  This battery of 
wells was discovered by Topeka Field Office staff when completing a Compliance Investigation under File 
No. 50,203.  The applicant was assisted by field office staff in completing and submitting this application to 
properly authorize this battery of wells.   

 
The feedlot located in the Southeast Quarter of Section 29, is owned by the applicant Hilltop Cattle 

Company, while the feedlot located in the Northeast Quarter of Section 34 is owned by Bott Cattle Co. Inc.  
Both feedlots are currently authorized under File Nos. 40,228; 49,926; and 50,203.  File No. 40,228 is 
authorized 9.39 million gallons; File No. 49,926 is authorized 24.8 million gallons (limited to 24.8 million 
gallons with the senior file); and File No. 50,203 is authorized 30.2 million gallons (limited to 30.2 million 
gallons with the two senior files).  This new application will be limited to 30.2 million gallons when combined 
with all three senior files, providing 0 additional gallons of water, but will provide flexibility in water sources.        

 
The requested quantity of water of 30.2 million gallons was based on providing an adequate supply 

of water for 5,000 head of cattle.  The applicant provided an estimate for drinking water, as follows:  5,000 
head of cattle x 15 gallons per head per day x 365 days = 27.4 million gallons.  The additional 2.8 million 
gallons is for barn cleaning, flushing, and cooling.  The requested quantity of water and rate of diversion 
appear to be reasonable for the intended use.   

 
The applicant identified one domestic well within one-half mile, and a notification letter was sent out 

during processing of nearby File No. 50,203, and no response of any kind was received.  This nearby well 
owner is a part of the Bott Cattle Co. Inc. and no further notification is required.  A review of the WRIS 
database and aerial photos support this, with no other potential domestic wells (e.g. homes or buildings) 
within one-half mile of the existing wells.  The nearest domestic well is over 1,600 feet away.  The point of 
diversion meets minimum well spacing criteria to all existing domestic wells per the requirements in K.A.R. 
5-4-4 for the unconfined Dakota aquifer system, being located over 1,320 feet from the nearest domestic 
well.    

 
However, the applicant’s well under File No. 50,203 is located less than ½ mile from the point of 

diversion under this pending application, being located approximately 700 feet away.  These wells are 
owned by the same owner, will supply water to the same stockwatering project, and will not be separated 
or divided in the future.  The applicant is experienced in operating these well systems to ensure that the 
wells do not interfere with each other, by managing pumping rates and quantities, and alternating well 
usage.  Therefore, per K.A.R. 5-4-4, the required minimum well spacing criteria is not necessary to prevent 
direct impairment in this specific instance, and the proposed well spacing is sufficient to prevent direct 
impairment and to protect the public interest.    

 
 The well under File No. 50,203 showed sandstone was encountered at a very shallow depth of 8 feet 
below ground surface, and it extended to a depth of 56 feet, where gray shale was encountered.  Static 
water level was 16 feet below ground surface, which is within the sandstone aquifer, indicating the 
unconfined Dakota aquifer system is the source.  This is also consistent with the applicant’s senior files, 
Nos. 40,228 and 49,926 located over one-half mile to the northeast.   
 
 



 
 
 
 

Hilltop Cattle Company - Memorandum 
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Page 2 

 
 

     
 To maintain consistency with processing of senior files sourcing this same aquifer, and per the safe 
yield criteria in K.A.R. 5-3-11, it is imperative to determine the extent of the unconfined aquifer (area of 
consideration).   Wells to the south of this application have little or no sandstone aquifer, while the wells to 
the north are sourcing the unconfined Dakota aquifer system.  Therefore, a portion of the two-mile circle to 
the south was excluded from the area of consideration (see enclosed map).  Therefore, for this application 
the extent of the unconfined Dakota aquifer system was determined to be 6,421 acres.  Based on a 
potential recharge of 2.6 inches, with 75% available for appropriation, safe yield was determined to be 
1,043.47 acre-feet.  Existing appropriations total only 92.68 acre-feet, leaving 950.79 acre-feet available for 
appropriation, and the application complies with safe yield criteria.  The only water rights in the entire two-
mile circle are Bott Cattle Co. Inc. and the applicant’s senior file.  

 
In accordance with K.S.A. 82a-706c, the Chief Engineer retains full authority to require any water 

user to install meters, gages, or other measuring devices, which devices he or she or his or her agents may 
read at any time.  Water flowmeter requirements are further described in K.A.R. 5-1-4 through K.A.R 5-1-
12.  If any chemical or foreign substance is injected into the water pumped under this permit, a check valve 
will also need to be installed. 

 
In a July 20, 2020 e-mail, Katie Tietsort, Water Commissioner, Topeka Field Office, recommended 

approval of the referenced new application.  Based on the above discussion, well spacing and safe yield 
criteria are met, and approval of the application will not impair senior water rights nor prejudicially or 
unreasonably affect the public interest, it is recommended that the referenced new application be approved 
to authorize this existing battery of wells.  

 
  
 

   Douglas W. Schemm 
   Environmental Scientist 
   Topeka Field Office 



1

Schemm, Doug [KDA]

From: Tietsort, Katie [KDA]

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:30 PM

To: Schemm, Doug [KDA]

Subject: RE: 50,408 Hilltop Cattle

Doug- Please Proceed. 

These are low capacity wells that will not interfere with the other wells that all serve the identical exact same place of 

use.  

 

This will get the groups into compliance since two of their 3 wells failed last year. 

Thank you. 

 

Katie Tietsort 

Water Commissioner 

 

Katie.Tietsort@ks.gov 

785-296-5733 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS: 

Kansas Department of Agriculture 

Topeka Field Office 

1131 SW Winding Rd, Suite 400 

Topeka, KS 66615 

 

From: Schemm, Doug [KDA] <Doug.Schemm@ks.gov>  

Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 10:57 AM 

To: Tietsort, Katie [KDA] <Katie.Tietsort@ks.gov> 

Subject: 50,408 Hilltop Cattle 

 

Doesn’t meet spacing to other STK well owned by the applicant, but reduced spacing will not cause any impairment. 

Please review, 

Doug 



Safe Yield Report Sheet 

Water Right- A5040800 

Point of Diversion in 29-05S-03E 

Footages from SE corner- 3,506 feet North 2,723 feet West 

 

  



Analysis Results 

The selected PD is in an area OPEN to new appropriations. 
The safe yield based on the variables listed below is 1,043.47 AF. 
Total prior appropriations in the circle is 185.36 AF. 
Total quantity of water available for appropriation is 858.10 AF. 
 

Safe Yield Variables 

The area used for the analysis is set at 6,421 acres. 
The potential annual recharge at the circle center is estimated to be 2.6 inches. 
The percent of recharge available for appropriation is 75%. 
 
Authorized Quantity values are as of 13-JUL-2020 and are based on Appropriated and Vested ground water right and possible stream nodes for GMD #2.  Domestic, Term and 
Temporary water rights have been excluded. 
There are 4 water rights and 7 points of diversion within the circle. 
 

File Number Use ST SR Q4 Q3 Q2 Q1 FeetN FeetW Sec Twp Rng ID Qind Auth Quant Add Quant  Tot Acres Net Acres 
A     40228 00 STK NK G   CW NW 3875 5245 28 05 03E 3 WR 28.82 28.82    
Same STK NK G   CW NW 3875 5238 28 05 03E 2 WR      
Same STK NK G   CW NW 3875 5241 28 05 03E 1 WR      
A     49926 00 STK KE G   CW NW 3875 5245 28 05 03E 3 WR 76.11 47.29    
Same STK KE G   CW NW 3875 5238 28 05 03E 2 WR      
Same STK KE G   CW NW 3875 5241 28 05 03E 1 WR      
A     50203 00 STK GY G  SW SE NW 3196 3435 29 05 03E 2 WR 92.68 16.57    
A     50408 00 STK AY G  NE SE NW 3506 2723 29 05 03E 3 WR 92.68 92.68    
Same STK AY G  NE SE NW 3638 2723 29 05 03E 4 WR      
Same STK AY G  NE SE NW 3373 2723 29 05 03E 5 WR      
 

Limitations 

File Number Seq Num  Limitations 
A     49926 00 1  24.8 MGY COM/W #40228 
A     50203 00 1  30.2 MGY COM/W #40228 & #49926 
 

------          ------

- 92.68 AF = 92.68 AF

950.79 AF
--------------

Application File No. 50,408 - Requesting 92.68 AF
Meets Safe Yield
dws/dwr  7/13/20

92.68 AF
















