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125 S. Main Street 
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Dennis Dutton 
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PO Box 18 
Macksville, KS 67557 

Re: Rattlesnake Creek Partnership 4-ycar review in 2012 

Dear Members of the Rattlesnake Creek Partnership: 

Megan A. Estep 
Chief, Water Resourccs Division 
'Mountain-Prairie Region 
United States Department of the Interior 
Fish & Wildlifc Service 
P.O. Box 25486 
Denver Federal Center 
Denver, CO 80255-0486 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources (OWR) respectfully calls upon the 
Rattlesnake Creek Pat1ncrship partners to participate in the third and final 4-year implementation review of the 
management program which is to be completed in 2012. 

The June 29, 2000 Rattlesnake Creek Partnership Program Proposal (Proposal) established the 4-year 
implementation review to provide an opp0l1unity to determine the success of the management program to date 
and allow for any needed changes in the program to enhance its effectiveness. The review will examine 
speci fic managemcnt strategies and will report hydrologic conditions in the basin. 

While the last 4-year review process ended with only two partners, OWR and U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, 
sign ing the final report, we believe it important that this review be completed. We are hopeful that the 
improved relationships between the partners, especially between DWR and GMD #5, will allow us to fulfill our 
responsibility to perform this review thoroughly, objectively and in an atmosphere of mutual trust. 

DWR is committed to a transparent, non-adversarial review process with all partners sharing and openly 
discussing data and methodology throughout the review. Our goal is that all partners are able to sign the 2012 
rev iew in good faith. 

This 4-year implementation review provides a valuable opportunity for all partners to st rengthen our 
relationships, increase our understanding of the water resource issues in the basin and move forward with 
fulfilling our responsibilities to protect the rights all water users within Rattlesnake Creek basin. 
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DWR looks forward to working with all the partners to compile and complete the 4-year implementation review 
in 2012, We suggest a kick-off meeting, probably telephonic, the week of February 20 or at everyone's earliest 
convenience after that. We will send a meeting invitation and start the scheduling process early next week 
(February 13), 

cc: Jeff Lantennan 
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Chris Beightel, P,E, ~ 
Program Manager 
Water Management Services 


